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As this edi on of the highly
an cipated (and way over‐
due) is being wri en, I'm
riding coach on board a DC
‐9 enroute to Sun "N Fun. It
was a last minute decision
to go as a spectator instead
of displaying this year; too
many projects in the
works, and too li le me.
There have been a lot of
things happening over the
past several months
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Whats New
We've got a couple of things
in the works to report, the first
of which being a new R & D de‐
partment of sorts. This was one
of those things that wasn't
planned, it just sort of evolved
on its own a er a chance
mee ng between a gentleman
(and I use the term loosely)
named Steve Mahrle and me. 2
years ago at Oshkosh, Steve
wandered over to my exhibit,
sat down and struck up a con‐
versa on. It didn't take long
before I realized that he was a
bit more than just another
pre y face. He turned out to
be a wealth of informa on,
with a long and impressive
background in avia on. But
equally important was the fact
that he knew as much about
the history and development
of the Hiperlight as I did.
I found out he had a shop in
Berlin, Wisconsin. Berlin is lo‐
cated about 20 miles west of
Oshkosh. Back home I had a

bent fuselage from an un‐
scheduled arrival in a corn‐
field. I decided I had nothing
to lose by turning him loose
with it, and giving him a shot at
repairing it. I dropped by a
couple of months later just to
check the progress and was
surprised at what I found. Con‐
sidering that he had no jigs or
fixtures to work with, the re‐
pairs turned out to be every bit
as professional as is if they had
been done at the factory.
It wasn't long a er the sub‐
ject of the 'Guppy" came
up. The Guppy was designated
the SNS‐2, a wood and fabric
fully enclosed biplane, and the
forerunner of what is now the
SNS‐8 Hiperlight. Soon plans
were being made for a wood
wing version of the Hiperlight.
Over the last year this wing has
been designed, built, and is
now being covered at the
Hiperlight 'X' werks. (We want‐
ed to call it the Skunkworks,

but Lockheed beat us to it).
Once we've had me to put
enough hours on, and are sa s‐
fied with the performance, it
will be made available in kit
form.
The other big event was
Thunderbird Avia on's acquisi‐
on of the tooling and manu‐
facturing rights for the SNS‐7
Hiperbipe. The Hiperbipe was
conceived and designed just
like it's siblings as a nega ve
stagger cabin class biplane.
That's where the similarity
ends. The Hiperbipe is capable
of doing unlimited aeroba cs
and oﬀers cruise speeds of
near 200 mph.
The previous owner, Mr. Rory
Olson, will be staying with the
company, and ac ng in a ca‐
pacity of factory demo pilot,
advisor, and liaison between
Thunderbird and the aeroba c
community.
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GONE WEST
This past December we lost a
long me member of the ul‐
tralight community. Henry
Schmidt passed away at his
home in New Jersey. Henry has
flown many diﬀerent ul‐
tralights, but the Hiperlight was
definitely among his favorites,
having owned both a single and
a 2 place example. He will be
missed.

HIPERLIGHT HAPPENINGS
There has been men on in
previous newsle ers about
ge ng the SNS‐9 2 place
Hiperlight cer fied in the SLSA
category. By the me you are
reading this, the process will
be underway. No me frame
has been set, but once it's es‐
tablished, newsle er readers
will be the first to hear about
it.

Right now we are gearing up
for Airventure 2013
(Oshkosh). We will have our
factory demo on hand, but
have also had a couple of
Hiperlight owners commit to
bringing their machines to dis‐
play. We would like to extend
an invita on to any Hiperlight
owners who are planning to
a end this year, to bring their

aircra to show oﬀ to the fly‐
ing public. In addi on, we are
planning on having one of our
aircra in hand with the newly
developed wood wing.
I forgot to men on, along with
the invite for Hiperlight drivers
to show up at Oshkosh with
their birds, I'll even spring for a
steak dinner for those that do.
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eatured pilot

Last year, I got a call from a
gentleman in Wisconsin ask‐
ing about a Hiperlight he had
just purchased. Chuck was a
student pilot at the me,
and not having any tail
wheel experience, he was
naturally apprehensive
about his new acquisi on. I
was planning on visi ng Ste‐
ve to see how the repairs on
my 2 place were coming
along, so I arranged to stop
and meet Chuck, and try to
answer his ques ons, con‐
cerns, but mostly to check
out what he had just
bought. All it took was one
look to realize that Chuck
had stumbled across what
could only be described as a
"smoking deal". I won't di‐
vulge what he paid, but
suﬃce it to say that he got a
pris ne SNS‐8 Hiperlight,
with less than 20 hours on it
since built in 1986. I later
found out that all the me
had been spent taxiing, and
the plane had never been in
the air.
Chuck was gracious
enough to oﬀer it to us to
display at Oshkosh last year,
and we are pleased to an‐
nounce that he once again is
willing to let Thunderbird
show it oﬀ at Oshkosh.

Chuck Baxtrom
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Custom Wheel Chocks, powder
coated in most colors, with your ‘N’
number engraved, and a carrying
pouch with your ‘N’ number embroidered. $39.95 plus S/H

'0' Time S-wing SLSARotax 912S engine, Grand Rapids EFIS & EIS, Being sold at cost or
available long term lease at a bargain
price. Contact Ron @ 586 212-5875 or
email TbirdRJ@aol.com

SNS-8 with MZ201 engine
Red, White, and Blue sails
always kept in climate controlled
hanger
New disc brakes, wheels, canopy
Handheld radio with headset
Asking $12,000
Photos available on request
Contact: Jay Scott
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1983 SNS-8 with a Rotax 503 engine. Basic
instruments, BRS equipped. Asking $10,000
Contact Jim Rice @ 561 596-0154 email :
bmd29te@yahoo.com
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Cara’s corner

Recently, at one of our high level execu‐
ve staﬀ mee ngs, the sugges on was
made to possibly have a staﬀ member get
out in the field, travel around, and see
what the rest of the industry was up to.
Nobody thought it would be taken seri‐
ously, but our editor in chief, Cara Miller,
took it to heart, and in February of this
year, headed to Australia on a 6 month
vaca on, I mean assignment.

“

Life is like a
roll of toilet
paper. The closer
you get to the end,
the faster it seems
to go

"

